
It has been a busy year for CASE as we continue to tackle the issues that affect 
your firm. During the past year you should have received Structure Magazine 
monthly (which features CASE-in-Point) and the CASE Business Practice and 
Risk management Newsletter bi-weekly, plus new email updates on CASE ac-
tivities. We have seen a lot of activity over the past fiscal year with two Risk 
Management Convocations held during the ACEC fall conference in Montreal 
last October, and one with the April 2009 Structures Congress in Austin. In ad-
dition, we began offering educational workshops on timely topics prior to our 
biannual committee meetings.   
 

The CASE committees continued to work very hard on developing beneficial in-
formation for CASE members.  This included updating CASE contracts, develop-
ing new CASE national guidelines, and new CASE risk management tools.  
Many of these products were already sent to you free of charge as a CASE mem-
ber benefit and more are on the way. 
 

Please send any comments you may have to Coalitions Director David Bixby 
(dbixby@acec.org) and he will see they are brought before the CASE Executive 
Committee.  

From the Chair—Doug Ashcraft, P.E. 
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CASE Scholarship on Track for 2010 
A February 10, 2009 letter from then CASE Chairman Chris Poland was 
emailed to CASE members announcing the establishment of a ACEC/CASE 
structural engineering scholarship program.  The CASE Scholarship, which 
will be administered by the ACEC College of Fellows, will be awarded to stu-
dents seeking a Master’s degree in structural engineering.  The inaugural 
CASE scholarship will offer $5,000 to the student selected by the ACEC Col-
lege of Fellows in 2010.  In order to continue to maintain this program, 
CASE members are being asked to provide a financial contribution in the 
$100 to $500 range.   
Please contact Coalitions Director David Bixby at dbixby@acec.org for more 
information or to make a donation. 
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The CASE Summer Meeting will take place on August 19 – 21, 2009, at the Hyatt 
Regency O’Hare in Rosemont, Illinois.  On Wednesday afternoon, August 19, there 
will be a special CASE Workshop entitled: How Can Structural Firms Benefit by 
Understanding Sustainable Design?  The popularity of sustainable design continues 
to grow both within the construction industry and in society as a whole.  LEED has 
undoubtedly entered the American lexicon, and mechanical engineers and architects 
have embraced the concepts within sustainability rating systems. However many 
structural engineers remain confused about the relationship between LEED and 
sustainable design, how they can be involved, and what business opportunities and 
risks lie ahead.   
 

Confirmed Presenters include: 
Dirk Kestner, P.E. LEED AP   Helen S. Torres, S.E., LEED AP 
Walter P. Moore & Associates, Inc.  Thornton Tomasetti 

 (Chairman, SEI Sustainability Committee)  
 

Terry McDonnell P.E. S.E .SECB   Don Allen, P.E., LEED AP 
Halcrow Yolles     Steel Framing Alliance 
 

Roy Wilson, P.E., LEED AP 
GBA architects engineers  
 

The workshop will be followed by a dinner.  To register for the workshop and dinner go to 
the CASE homepage at www.acec.org/CASE.  CASE members and members of ACEC/
Illinois will receive a discounted registration fee. 
 

On Thursday, August 20, there will be a CASE activities overview followed by breakout 
meetings of the National Guidelines, Contracts, Programs & Communications, and Tool-
kit Committees to continue work on their respective assignments.  The CASE Executive 
Committee will meet on Friday, August 21.  If you are attending the CASE Workshop on 
August 19, plan to stay over for the committee meetings the following day. 

CASE Summer Meeting Workshop on 
Sustainable Design  

The next CASE Risk Management Convocation will take place during the ACEC 
Fall Conference, October 7–10, 2009, in Palm Springs, California.  On the evening of 
October 7, the CASE Convocation kicks off with the CASE Banquet and a presenta-
tion by Samuel J. Muir, Attorney at Law, who will speak on “The Engineering Ex-
pert Witness – When Things Aren't Black and White.”  On October 8 the CASE Con-
vocation will include the following sessions: 
     Getting Your Project Off on the Right Foot and Finishing It Right (New CASE Tools!) 
     The Risks Associated with Design Build 
     Electronic Communication and Document Retention Policies and Legal Perspectives 
     The Design Professionals Risk During Construction 
For information on the ACEC Fall Conference and to register visit the ACEC web-
site today at www.acec.org/conferences/fall-09. 

CASE Convocation Update 
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A few years ago, CASE set out to improve the practice of structural engineering by re-
ducing the frequency and severity of claims.  One of the ways CASE planned to accom-
plish this was through the production of software-based tools that are made available to 
CASE members through e-mail and on the CASE website.  The following CASE tools 
have been or are scheduled for release in the near future: 
 

Project Construction Administration Log—Released!: An Excel spreadsheet template to log in 
RFIs, Shop Drawings and Sketches. Great for keeping track of when request come and to 
make sure they get out in a timely manner. 
 

Sample Correspondence Letters: A library of letters on a variety of subjects that could in-
crease risk to the structural engineer. The letters could be used as either formal letters or e-
mails to explain to the client the implications of their decisions. 
 

For more information on the CASE Ten Foundations of Risk Management and corre-
sponding tools, please visit www.acec.org/case/tools.cfm, or download the tools by logging 
into the CASE Members Only webpage at http://www.acec.org/case/login.cfm?
destURL=%2Fcase%2Fmembers%2Findex%2Ecfm&destQuery=  

New CASE Risk Management Tool Released –          
More to Come! 

 

The CASE Contracts Committee has developed a new CASE Commentary on 
AIA C401 Standard Form of Agreement Between the Architect and Consultant.  
The comprehensive commentary on the C401 form can be completed and at-
tached as a supplement to the form to give the structural engineer a much bet-
ter contract with the Architect.  The commentary should be released in the near 
future and will be free to all CASE members. 

Coming Soon!  CASE Commentary on AIA C401 

The effectiveness of CASE as a council representing structural firms is dependent on 
a strong membership base – so to kick-off the new fiscal year in a proactive way, last 
May, CASE Chairman Doug Ashcraft sent an email to the CASE membership an-
nouncing the CASE Member Referral Campaign.  The CASE member who submits 
the most referrals to ACEC staff between now and September 15, 2009, will win a 
$100 Visa® gift card.   
In addition to the $100 gift card for the winning CASE member, there will be other 
great prizes for runners up, such as California wines, Macadamias from Hawaii, and 
more.   
If you know a structural firm, whether it be an ACEC member or non-member firm, 
that would benefit from CASE membership, please submit that information to David 
Bixby at dbixby@acec.org.     
Remember, the more prospects you submit, the better your chances to win.  Please 
help us grow CASE! 

CASE Member Referral Campaign 
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The Council of American Structural Engineers (CASE) is a national      
association of structural engineering firms that provides a forum for the 
action to improve the quality of structural engineering through enhance-
ment of business practices, reduced professional liability exposure and 
increased profitability. 

Our mission is to improve the practice of structural engineering by       
providing business practice resources, improving quality, enhancing   
management practices and reducing the frequency and severity of claims. 

##### 

Calendar of Events 

Aug. 19-21:  CASE Summer Meeting and Workshop  

  Hyatt Regency O’Hare, Rosemont, IL 

Oct. 7-8: CASE Fall Convocation (w/ ACEC Fall Conference) 

  La Quinta Resort, Palm Springs, CA 

Jan. 27-29: CASE Winter Meeting and Workshop 

  Location TBD 

May 14: CASE Spring Convocation (w/SEI Structures Congress) 

  Orlando, FL 

 
 
 

1015 15th St., NW 
8th Floor 

Washington, DC  20005-2605 

C O U N C I L  O F  
A M E R I C A N   

S T R U C T U R A L  
E N G I N E E R S  

The following CASE Executive Committee members are here to serve your needs. Please feel 
free to contact any of the members at their email addresses shown below. 

Chair:  
     Doug Ashcraft, Walter P Moore, dashcraft@walterpmoore.com 
Secretary-Treasurer: 
     James Parker, Simpson Gumpertz & Heger, jcparker@sgh.com 

Past Chairman: 
     Chris Poland, Degenkolb Engineers, cpoland@degenkolb.com 

Committee Members: 
     Lance Atkins (Contracts Cmte. Chair), Atkins Engineers, latkins@atkinsengineers.com 

     Corey Matsuoka (Toolkit Cmte. Chair), SSFM International, cmatsuoka@ssfm.com 

     Michael Planer (Programs & Communications Cmte. Chair), Pruitt Eberly Stone,  
mplaner@pesengineers.com 

     Andy Rauch (Guidelines Cmte. Chair), BKBM Engineers, Inc., arauch@bkbm.com 

Executive Director:  
     David Bixby, ACEC, dbixby@acec.org 

CASE Executive Committee 

Phone: 202-682-4332 
Fax: 202-898-0068 

E-mail: htalbert@acec.org 
Website: www.acec.org/case 
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