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GROWING THE ENGINEERING WORKFORCE

America’s engineering industry serves clients representing a broad range of markets and needs
more engineering graduates to support and sustain a growing economy. According to the National
Science Foundation, nearly 30 percent of all engineering and science degree holders are over 50
and expected to retire in the next 15 years. ACEC supports a workforce agenda to make it easier
for firms to assist recent graduates with student loan debt, and federal immigration policies that
enable firms to attract and keep the best and brightest talent from around the world.

Key Points:

e Student loans are a significant financial concern for engineering graduates making decisions
about how to use their skills and expertise.

e Representatives Scott Peters (D-CA) and Rodney Davis (R-IL), and Senators Mark Warner (D-
VA) and John Thune (R-SD), have introduced the Employer Participation in Repayment Act,
which would allow employers to provide up to $5,250 annually for student loan debt without it
being a taxable benefit for employees.

e H-1B high-skilled visas are another important tool for expanding the pool of engineers.

e The National Science Foundation reports that in 2015 half of engineering master’s degrees
awarded by U.S. universities were earned by foreign nationals on temporary visas, including 70
percent of master’s degrees in electrical engineering.

e Demand for H-1B visas outweighs the supply: in FY2018, the cap of 65,000 for those with
a bachelor’s degree plus an additional 20,000 for those with a master’s degree or higher was
reached after the application window had been open for just seven days.

Action ltems:

e Cosponsor the Employer Participation in Repayment Act (HR 1043/S 460).
e Increase the number of H-1B visas.
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H.R. 1043, the “Employer Participation in Repayment Act”

Rep. Adams, Alma [D-NC-12]
Rep. Axne, Cynthia [D-1A-3]

Rep. Bacon, Don [R-NE-2]

Rep. Barr, Andy [R-KY-6]

Rep. Barragan, Nanette Diaz [D-CA-44]
Rep. Beatty, Joyce [D-OH-3]

Rep. Bera, Ami [D-CA-7]

Rep. Blumenauer, Earl [D-OR-3]
Rep. Bost, Mike [R-IL-12}

Rep. Boyle, Brendan F. [D-PA-2]
Rep. Brooks, Susan W. [R-IN-5]
Rep. Brownley, Julia [D-CA-26]
Rep. Bucshon, Larry [R-IN-8]

Rep. Bustos, Cheri [D-IL-17]

Rep. Carbajal, Salud O. [D-CA-24]
Rep. Cardenas, Tony [D-CA-29]
Rep. Carson, Andre [D-IN-7]

Rep. Cartwright, Matt [D-PA-8]
Rep. Chu, Judy [D-CA-27]

Rep. Cicilline, David N. [D-RI-1]
Rep. Cisneros, Gilbert Ray, Jr. [D-CA-39]
Rep. Cohen, Steve [D-TN-9]

Rep. Cole, Tom [R-OK-4]

Rep. Connolly, Gerald E. [D-VA-11]
Rep. Cook, Paul [R-CA-8]

Rep. Cox, TJ [D-CA-21]

Rep. Craig, Angie [D-MN-2]

Rep. Crawford, Eric A. “Rick” [R-AR-1]
Rep. Davids, Sharice [D-KS-3]
Rep. Davis, Rodney [R-IL-13]

Rep. Dean, Madeleine [D-PA-4]
Rep. DelBene, Suzan K. [D-WA-1]
Rep. Delgado, Antonio [D-NY-19]
Rep. DeSaulnier, Mark [D-CA-11]
Rep. Diaz-Balart, Mario [R-FL-25]
Rep. Finkenauer, Abby [D-IA-1]
Rep. Fitzpatrick, Brian K. [R-PA-1]
Rep. Fletcher, Lizzie [D-TX-7]
Rep. Foster, Bill [D-1L-11]

Rep. Gallego, Ruben [D-AZ-7]
Rep. Garamendi, John [D-CA-3]
Rep. Golden, Jared F. [D-ME-2]
Rep. Gomez, Jimmy [D-CA-34]

House Cosponsors*

Rep. Grothman, Glenn [R-WI-6]
Rep. Haaland, Debra A. [D-NM-1]
Rep. Harder, Josh [D-CA-10]

Rep. Hastings, Alcee L. [D-FL-20]
Rep. Hill, Katie [D-CA-25]

Rep. Himes, James A. [D-CT-4]
Rep. Houlahan, Chrissy [D-PA-6]
Rep. Hudson, Richard [R-NC-8]
Rep. Hurd, Will [R-TX-23]

Rep. Johnson, Dusty [R-SD-At Large]
Rep. Joyce, David P. [R-OH-14]
Rep. Katko, John [R-NY-24]

Rep. Kennedy, Joseph P, lll [D-MA-4]
Rep. Khanna, Ro [D-CA-17]

Rep. Kilmer, Derek [D-WA-6]

Rep. Kim, Andy [D-NJ-3]

Rep. King, Peter T. [R-NY-2]

Rep. Kinzinger, Adam [R-IL-16]
Rep. Kirkpatrick, Ann [D-AZ-2]
Rep. Krishnamoorthi, Raja [D-IL-8]
Rep. Kuster, Ann M. [D-NH-2]

Rep. LaHood, Darin [R-IL-18]

Rep. Lamb, Conor [D-PA-17]

Rep. Levin, Mike [D-CA-49]

Rep. Lieu, Ted [D-CA-33]

Rep. Loebsack, David [D-IA-2]

Rep. Lofgren, Zoe [D-CA-19]

Rep. Luria, Elaine [D-VA-2]

Rep. Lynch, Stephen F. [D-MA-8]
Rep. Malinowski, Tom [D-NJ-7]
Rep. Maloney, Sean Patrick [D-NY-18]
Rep. Marshall, Roger W. [R-KS-1]
Rep. McBath, Lucy [D-GA-6]

Rep. McEachin, A. Donald [D-VA-4]
Rep. McGovern, James P. [D-MA-2]
Rep. McKinley, David B. [R-WV-1]
Rep. McNerney, Jerry [D-CA-9]
Rep. Meng, Grace [D-NY-6]

Rep. Meuser, Daniel [R-PA-9]

Rep. Mitchell, Paul [R-MI-10]

Rep. Moore, Gwen [D-WI-4]

Rep. Morelle, Joseph D. [D-NY-25]
Rep. Moulton, Seth [D-MA-6]
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Murphy, Stephanie N. [D-FL-7]
Napolitano, Grace F. [D-CA-32]
Neguse, Joe [D-CO-2]
Newhouse, Dan [R-WA-4]
O’Halleran, Tom [D-AZ-1]
Pallone, Frank, Jr. [D-NJ-6]
Pappas, Chris [D-NH-1]
Peters, Scott H. [D-CA-52]
Peterson, Collin C. [D-MN-7]
Pingree, Chellie [D-ME-1]
Pocan, Mark [D-WI-2]
Quigley, Mike [D-IL-5]
Reschenthaler, Guy [R-PA-14]
Rice, Kathleen M. [D-NY-4]
Riggleman, Denver [R-VA-5]
Roe, David P. [R-TN-1]

Rose, Max [D-NY-11]

Rouzer, David [R-NC-7]
Ruppersberger, C. A. Dutch [D-MD-2]
Ryan, Tim [D-OH-13]

Scanlon, Mary Gay [D-PA-5]
Schrader, Kurt [D-OR-5]
Sewell, Terri A. [D-AL-7]
Slotkin, Elissa [D-MI-8]

Smith, Jason [R-MO-8]
Stanton, Greg [D-AZ-9]
Stefanik, Elise M. [R-NY-21]
Stivers, Steve [R-OH-15]
Swalwell, Eric [D-CA-15]

Rep. Takano, Mark [D-CA-41]

Rep. Tipton, Scott R. [R-CO-3]

Rep. Tonko, Paul [D-NY-20]

Rep. Torres, Norma J. [D-CA-35]
Rep. Torres Small, Xochitl [D-NM-2]
Rep. Trahan, Lori [D-MA-3]

Rep. Turner, Michael R. [R-OH-10]
Rep. Vargas, Juan [D-CA-51]

Rep.
Rep.
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Welch, Peter [D-VT-At Large]
Wilson, Frederica S. [D-FL-24]
Womack, Steve [R-AR-3]

S. 460, the “Employer Participation in Repayment Act”

Sen. Blumenthal, Richard [D-CT]
Sen. Blunt, Roy [R-MOQO]

Sen. Capito, Shelley Moore [R-WV]
Sen. Collins, Susan M. [R-ME]

Sen. Gardner, Cory [R-CO]

Sen. Hassan, Margaret Wood [D-NH]
Sen. Hoeven, John [R-ND]

Sen. Jones, Doug [D-AL]

Sen. King, Angus S., Jr. [I-ME]

Senate Cosponsors*

Sen. Klobuchar, Amy [D-MN]
Sen. Markey, Edward J. [D-MA]
Sen. McSally, Martha [R-AZ]
Sen. Merkley, Jeff [D-OR]
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Sen. Murphy, Christopher [D-CT]
Sen. Roberts, Pat [R-KS]
Sen. Rosen, Jacky [D-NV]
Sen. Rounds, Mike [R-SD]
Sen. Sinema, Kyrsten [D-AZ]
Sen. Tester, Jon [D-MT]
Sen. Thune, John [R-SD]
Sen. Warner, Mark [D-VA]
Sen. Young, Todd C. [R-IN]

*Cosponsors as of 4-15-19
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